TEWKESBURY

hanged at Hereford, lies at the south of the High Altar. The
lovely fourteenth century glass of the seven windows of the
choir was placed there in his memory by his wife. Isabella
Despencer, who carried the Lordship of Tewkesbury to the
Beauchamp family, erected one of the most beautiful of the
chantry chapels over the grave of her husband, killed at
the siege of Meaux. ' False, fleeting, perjured Clarence/ tra-
ditionally drowned in a butt of Malmsey wine, lies in a vault
behind the High Altar. In fact it has been said that the tombs
in Tewkesbury Abbey embody the feudal history of the Middle
Ages. Of none of these tombs is this more true than of the
brass tablet which commemorates the death at the Battle of
Tewkesbury of Edward, Prince of Wales, son of Henry VI and
Margaret of Anjou. There, beneath the roof whose vaulting
flaunts the' suns in splendour' of his victorious enemy, Edward
of York, lies the young prince, whose death broke even the in-
domitable spirit of his mother and ended the Wars of the Roses.
The Battle of Tewkesbury was fought on 4th May, 1471,
on the fields now known as the Bloody Meadow. The Lan-
castrians were entrenched behind a hedge and ditch with the
town and Abbey to their backs. They had received the news
of the defeat and death of their chief supporter, the Earl of
Warwick, at Barnet, but as long as her son lived Margaret
would not give up the struggle. Shakespeare, in his Henry VI,
puts into her mouth a gallant address to her followers which
calls from her son the words :

* Methinks a woman of this valiant spirit
Should, if a coward heard her speak these words,
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